ANT 316    Exploring World Cultures:

Environmental Justice Ethnography
Spring 2011     Tues. & Thurs. 2:00–3:15     Randall Auditorium
Dr. Bill Alexander, Assistant Professor
Office hours: Monday through Thursday 11:00—12:00 and by appointment 
Office: SB 100 F (inside archaeology lab)  

Phone: 962-2227 
Email: alexanderw@uncw.edu
Exploring World Cultures is a cultural anthropology course at UNCW designed to teach students about research methods of ethnography (“writing about a people”) while surveying a specific theme or culture area. Critical questions will be raised regarding how research data is gathered, analyzed, represented, and shared in the writings of cultural anthropologists. This semester’s focus is on the Environmental Justice movement. We will read and discuss four recent ethnographies that address many critical concerns of this international mobilization of protest and action.  
In recent years, Environmental Justice groups around the world emerged from the coming together of social movements organized around environmental issues. The ways in which people work together to protect their families, communities, and their natural resources against environmental degradation produced by globalization, economic underdevelopment, poverty, racism, sexism, and climate change is an important area of interest in cultural anthropology and ethnography. 
Covering work from a wide range of rural, urban and tribal settings, the course will focus on the social, economic, political, and cultural dimensions of environmental crises and pay specific attention to intersections of race, gender, and class.  Through the writings of cultural anthropologists working in the areas of applied anthropology and environmental policy, we will learn how communities seek justice, equity, accountability, and sustainability by opposing power structures that hinder progress, reform,  and regulation.
Required Books
Melissa Checker 
Polluted Promises: Environmental Racism and the Search for Justice in a Southern Town  (New York University Press, 2005)
Suzana Sawyer
Crude Chronicles: Indigenous Politics, Multinational Oil, and Neoliberalism in Ecuador 
(Duke University Press, 2004)
Javier Ayero and Débora Alejandra Swistun  

Flammable: Environmental Suffering in an Argentine Shantytown  (Oxford University Press, 2009)
Stuart Kirsch  
Reverse Anthropology: Indigenous Analysis of Social and Environmental Relations in New Guinea (Stanford University Press, 2006)
Grading and Requirements 



Grade scale
Exam 1, Feb. 8


20%


92 – 100  A

72 – 77  C    
Exam 2, March 29


25%


90 – 91    A-

70 – 71  C-  
Final Essay, May 10


20%


88 – 89    B+    
68 – 69  D+     
Group Presentation


20%


82 – 87    B    
62 – 67  D    
Attendance & Participation

10%


80 – 81    B-      
60 – 61  D-  
Current Event Exercise, April 5
  5%


78 – 79    C+     
  0 – 59   F    
The two exams are in-class and will consist of a variety of objective questions, including true/false, multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions. Exams will be based on lectures, class discussions, and the assigned book(s). Exam 2 will not be comprehensive. It will only cover material since the previous exam. 
The final exam is a take-home essay (8 – 10 pages) and will consist of one question selected by you from a choice of several. Your essay will cover all four ethnographies, integrating ideas from each. It will be due on Monday May 4 and you will have two weeks to complete it.
Class will not meet on 3/31. You’ll be given an exercise to complete and turn in next class meeting. (To be determined: a written response to an environmental justice issue in the news)

For each ethnography, a group of 5 or 6 students will spend a class meeting presenting  information from the book and leading our class discussion. Each student is required to participate in one group. Start thinking about forming a group and which book you’d like to do. Groups will be assigned early in the semester. You will receive group presentation guidelines.
You are required to be an active participant. Attending class and taking part in discussion is expected and is part of your final grade. Arrive on time and don’t leave early. Tardies and early departures will be counted as absences. Use of cell phones is not allowed during class. Turn them off and put them away before you enter. Web surfing, texting, messaging, etc. during class is prohibited. If you are observed online during class you will not be given credit for attendance and/or be asked to leave. 

It is extremely important that you finish reading each book by the time it is discussed in class. Presentations and lectures will clarify the texts, but you will have difficulty if you haven’t kept up with the reading. You are expected to demonstrate your familiarity with the ethnography through comments and questions when other students or Dr. Alexander is presenting information from the books. Taking good notes is also necessary as Dr. Alexander will often present material not in the books. You are encouraged to visit him during office hours whenever you feel the need. If you can’t come during office hours, an appointment can be set. 
Academic dishonesty, cheating, and plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated and will result in a failing grade (or worse) Familiarize yourself with the university’s academic honor code:

http://www.uncw.edu/fac_handbook/responsibilities/teaching/honor_code_print.htm

and the University Learning Center’s definition of and tips to avoid plagiarism:

http://www.uncw.edu/stuaff/uls/Writing-plagiarism.htm

Schedule: Readings, Important Dates, Key Topics 
Jan. 18 — Feb. 3  
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE IN THE UNITED STATES
race and environmental racism, Civil Rights, environmental law, resource mobilization, cultural identity and collective action, activist consciousness, new social movements, industrial pollution & toxic waste sites, poverty and unemployment

Tues. 1/18
begin reading Polluted Promises by Melissa Checker  


Tues. 2/1
Group 1 class presentation of Polluted Promises 


Tues. 2/8  
Exam 1 
Feb. 10 — Mar. 24  
GLOBALIZATION, NEOLIBERALISM, INDIGENOUS POLITICS, URBAN 
POVERTY, PERCEPTION OF RISK, TOXIC EXPOSURE IN DAILY LIFE 
land rights, economic development, modernization, debt, indigenous rights, agrarian reform, biodiversity reduction, deforestation, oil industry expansion, multinational corporations, hydrocarbons and energy policy, gender & eco-feminism, human agency, symbolic violence, media coverage, affordable housing, shantytowns, risk perception of toxics in daily life
Thurs. 2/10
begin reading Crude Chronicles by Suzana Sawyer 
Tues. 3/1
Group 2 class presentation of Crude Chronicles
Thurs. 3/3
begin reading Flammable by Javier Ayero and Débora Alejandra Swistun  
SPRING BREAK, no class meeting 3/15 & 3/17

Thurs. 3/24
Group 3 class presentation of Flammable

Tues. 3/29
Exam 2



Current Event Exercise instructions handed out
Thurs. 3/31
No class meeting, Dr. Alexander will be attending the Society for Applied 


Anthropology (SfAA) annual meeting in Seattle




Work on your Current Event Exercise
April. 5 — April 28  ISSUES, CRISES, AND ENVIRONMENT THROUGH THE LENS OF THE LOCAL
water rights & water contamination, mining, colonialism & neocolonialism, political violence, refugees, disasters & disaster capitalism, spiritual ecology, religion and magic as indigenous analysis of environmental relations, cargo cults and culture change
Tues. 4/5
Current Event Exercise due in class
Thurs. 4/7  
begin reading Reverse Anthropology by Stuart Hirsch 

Thurs. 4/21   Holiday Break


Tues. 4/26
Group 4 class presentation of Reverse Anthropology




Final Essay questions handed out 

Thurs. 4/ 28
last class meeting    

Tues. 5/10   Final Essay due at 2:00 pm (send by email or leave in my mailbox in 


         Anthropology Department office)
